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is found on examination to be free from albumin, and

X ray examination of the lungs shows them to be entirely
clear, while the apices light up as they should during cough.
March 8th.

NOTES FROM INDIA.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Tlte Indian Science Congress.
THE Indian Science Congress was held recently at Bombay.

Sir George Lloyd, the Governor, having opened the Congress,
the presidential address was delivered by Sir Leonard Rogers,
who gave an account of his work in the field of cholera research.
He showed how this work, which had been carried out in
circumstances often of great discouragement, had resulted in
reducing cholera from a disease from which there was little
or no hope of recovery to one in which, granted speedy treat-
ment, there was not much more danger than from many
other diseases productive of death.

The Supply of Sub-Assistant Surgeons.
In an address recently delivered in Calcutta at the

opening of a sanitary and indigenous drugs exhibition, the
Governor of Bengal, Lord Ronaldshay, referred to the need
for an adequate supply of sub-assistant surgeons to effect any
lasting improvement in the public health of Bengal. He
hoped that some of his hearers- would look to sanitation
as a career. There had hitherto been little inclination
among medical men to do this because the openings for
highly qualified men had been so few, but as part of the
campaign against disease it was his intention to ask each
local board to employ a fully qualified health ofricer. Lord

Ronaldshay also referred to the demand for sub-assistant
surgeons in Mesopotamia, where the Government was pre-
pared to offer generous terms to volunteers.

The Next War: Man versus Inseois.
Lieutenant-Colonel W. Glen Liston read a paper with the 

r
above arresting heading at the Indian Science Congress last
month. The lecturer emphasised the need of educating the
people in the dangers which multiplication of insects

connotes, and appealed for greater cooperation among
medical men in all their work, and particularly in the work
of research and in preventive measures. As an example he
cited the fact that in India more than ten million lives have
been sacrificed to plague, which is preventable, and only
requires the cooperation of medical men, the enlightenment
of the people, and the spending of money to make it

disappear.
Plague.

The Sanitary Commissioner with the Government of India,
in his notes on the plague from returns made in December,
stated that the incidence of plague mortality remains uni-
formly low throughout the country. The mean incidence of
plague mortality for the month of December during the last
20 years has been 35,808.

Organisation of Chemical Work in India.
The Commission which has just concluded its labours

recommends the appointment of a Chief Chemist to the
Government of India, with three Deputy Chief Chemists con-
trolling the following groups of chemical works :-(a) Agri-
cultural ; (b) organic ; and (e) minerals. Under the Chief
Chemist would be a headquarters laboratory engaged on all
forms of chemical research.

Cholera,
The latest reports from India state that the mortality

from cholera in Bombay is increasing, in one day the returns
showing 398 attacks and 382 deaths. Hitherto the epidemic
has been confined to the poorer people, but it seems to be
now spreading to the more well-to-do classes. A large
number of the people are freely getting themselves inocu- ]lated against the disease. In Calcutta the latest report 
shows 170 deaths, a figure 155 in excess of the quinquennial 
average. A heavy mortality from cholera is reported among
the pilgrims at the annual Ganges Fair at Sangor Island. 
Feb. 6th. 

A NOTICE appeared in the London Gazette of I
Feb. 21st intimating that Sir John Lynn Thomas will in 
future use the name of Sir John Lynn-Thomas. (

CONTROL OF VENEREAL DISEASES.

Venareal Disease in Ontario.

ACCORDING to the evidence of those best qualified to

speak with authority the war has increased the prevalence of
venereal infection, or, at any rate, has afforded the means
for collecting statistics with regard to many phases of the
subject which hitherto have been more or less matters for
conjecture. The gathering together of large numbers of
men under military law has provided a favourable oppor-
tunity for collecting figures as to incidence, manner of
infection, most potent means of spread, &c. In Toronto, in
consequence, a great deal of very valuable information has
been collected respecting the venereal problem in Ontario.
Captaiu Gordon Bates, C.A.M.C., of Toronto, in a paper on
the subject which was read by him at the annual meeting of
the Canadian Public Health Association held in Hamilton,
Ontario, on May 27t.h and 28th, 1918, and which was pub-
lished in the International Journal of Surgery, September,
1918, pointed out that the vigilance of the army authorities
showed that the situation in Canada as regards venereal
disease was very serious. Many important facts were

brought out in this paper, of which the following may be
emphasised.
The great majority of venereal cases occurring in that part

of the army stationed in and about Toronto were infected
previous to enlistment. Whilst over 50 per cent. of the
infections discovered by the military medical officers had
taken plaoe in Toronto, infected men came in both from
every city and town in Ontario, from other provinces, from
the United States, and from other parts of the world. The
social conditions surrounding the infection of each individual
were investigated, and reliable information was procured
with regard to the kind of prostitution existing in various
parts of Canada. It was found that in a few parts of the
Dominion organised prostitution existed on a somewhat

large scale. In Ontario the problem to be faced was almost
entirely that of clandestine prostitution, laws enforced by
the police having practically eliminated organised com-
mercial prostitution in the province. On the streets of
towns in Ontario there were always hundreds of young
girls ready to sell their favours to any stranger. As a rule
these girls were under 20 years of age and generally worked
during the day, depending largely on regular occupation for
a living. It was found that a large number of them, almost
a third of the cases met with, pursued this manner of life
without charging a fee.

In Ontario the question of venereal disease aroused so
much apprehension that various means have been tried in
the endeavour successfully to combat its inroads.. Colonel
J. W. S. McCullough, head of the Ontario Board of Health,
has been mainly instrumental in causing to be enacted laws
of a drastic character calculated to improve the situation.
The Venereal Diseases Prevention Act of Ontario covers the

following points :&mdash;

’ 1. The medical officer of health may examine any person
under arrest who is suspected of being infected with
venereal disease, and may order such a person to be
isolated and treated if found to be so infected. 2. In
cases in which the medical officer of health is credibly
informed that any citizen is suffering from venereal disease,
and has infected, or is liable to infect, other persons, the
medical officer of health may cause that person to produce
proof that he or she is, or is not, infected. If the person is
found to be infected, the medical officer of health may
compel him or her to be treated; the treatment may be
carried out by the patient’s private physician. If treatment
is not carried out the patient may be quarantined and
treated by the health authorities. 3. The medical officer of
health, or a legally qualified practitioner appointed by him,
may enter any house, outhouse, or premises in the daytime,
as is the case with other infectious diseases, for the purpose
of inquiry and examination into the state of health of the
inmates, and may take measures for the treatment of
persons found venereally infected, or for the prevention of
fresh infections. 4. Every hospital receiving aid from
Ontario under the Hospitals and Charitable Institutions
Act shall make effective provision for the examination
and treatment of venereal disease under a heavy penalty.
5. Advertisements relating to the cure or treatment of
venereal disease are prohibited. 6. Anyone who knowingly
infects another person with venereal disease is subject to a
heavy fine or imprisonment. 7. The Provincial Board of
Health of Ontario is given power to make regulations for the
control of venereal disease


